A headspace GC/MS analysis method for the simultaneous determination of residual vinyl chloride (VC) and vinylidene chloride (VDC) in polyvinyl chloride (PVC) and polyvinylidene chloride (PVDC) products was developed. A test sample was swelled overnight with N,Ndimethylacetamide in a sealed vial. The vial was incubated for 1 hour at 90ΐ, then the headspace gas was analyzed by GC/MS using a PLOT capillary column. The recoveries from spiked PVC and PVDC samples were 90.0ῌ112.3 for VC and 85.2ῌ108.3 for VDC. The determination limits were 0.01 mg/g for VC and 0.06 mg/g for VDC, respectively. By this method, VC was detected in two PVC water supply pipes at the levels of 0.61 and 0.01 mg/g. On the other hand, VC and VDC were not detected in any of the food container-packages or toys tested. 

